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Competition Manual Organization

● Bi-weekly manual updates

● Q&A is supportive of the manual, but doesn't override manual

● The rules are exactly what they say—within reason. If it’s not 
otherwise specified, it’s assumed to be allowed. (“show me the rule”)



Competition Manual Organization

• Sections are organized to collect rules together based on when they 
will be enforced and who or what they apply to.

• Robot Rules (R) – only describe how to make a legal ROBOT
No penalties for violating these rules because that happens in game 
play, not robot design or inspection

• Game Rules (G) – describe the game play, violations, and 
penalties by role. 



Competition Manual Updates

• Any important rule updates or clarifications will be written in the 
Competition Manual.  

• Releases will happen on a biweekly (twice a month) basis.

• “Team Updates” will be posted on the FIRST website at the 
same time as the biweekly update.  

• Mentors can sign up for “Team Updates” email notifications 
through the FIRSTinspries.org website. 





Robot Inspection

• To ensure the safety of all robots.  

• To check that robots are build follow 
the Robot Rules.

• Check the inspection list

• Robot Inspectors are there to help 
teams understand the rules and 
ensure the robots are safe.  



Robot Rules

• More legal electronics options - new batteries!!!!!!!!!!
• Servo Power Limits 

almost all servos previously being used are still legal!
• Software Minimum Versions – recommended not required

FIRST will have an updated quick reference including the new devices 
that are available (legal and illegal parts list)



Robot Rules – new Team SIGNS

Make team alliance identification easier for field staff.  

Team signs can be made out of any legal material for robots.*



Robot Rules – Team SIGNS

It must be white numbers on a solid rectangular 
alliance-coloured background.

A template, which uses red and blue markers, 
will be available to print.



Robot Rules - new Expansion Limits

Robots must start match within 
18” size limit.

NEW! Robots cannot expand 
infinitely during the match.



Robot Rules - Expansion Limits

Made by FTC 23511



Robot Rules - Safe when powered off



Additional Consideration - Robot initialization 

• Teams must initialize their robot as soon as possible

•

• Careful not to have stalled devices!



Quick event rule reminder

SAFETY GLASSES

WEAR THEM



Good luck this season!
Please read the Competition Manual!!




